
Failed Change of Suprapubic or Urethral Catheter

£ Preferred Antibiotic: Gentamicin 

160 mg I/M or IV

$Acute urinary retention unlikely if 

scanned residual < 300-400 ml

Failed change of SPC/ Urethral 
catheter

Attempt urethral catheterisation
under antibiotic cover£

Successful  Catheterisation

*Fever
*Vomiting

*Admit MAU
*Continue antibiotics +/- IV Fluid

*Out-patient ref to Urology if 
reinsertion of SPC required 

*Seek urology opinion as required

Suspected acute urinary 
retention

*Analgesia
*Check residual$

*Attempt Suprapubic
aspiration

*Urgent ref to urology 
Registrar on call

*Discharge
*Email notes to Urology to 
arrange SPC reinsertion 
(for patients with SPC)

District nurse to 
review next day

No

Yes

Yes

Refer to urology 
RSO at NMGH

Transfer /admission 
under urology at 

NMGH

No

No

Yes

•Urology Link for OPA referrals: 
http://nmashanti:87/WebForms/Forms.aspx?FormID=224
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