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Haemoptysis

ABCs

Massive Haemoptysis 

Airway compromise or unstable 
observations

Complete full history/ exam 

CXR 

FBC,U&E, LFTs, Coagulation, 
G&S 

Monitor

Non-massive Haemoptysis 

Stable Patient

High flow oxygen 

Suction airway 

Full monitoring 

Early intubation (large bore ETT 
tube) 

XM & activate Massive 
Transfusion Protocol 

Reverse anticoagulation therapy 

CXR 

Position with bleeding lung in 
dependant position if possible 

Referral to senior medical/
respiratory clinician, ICU and 
interventional radiology 

Consider Bronchoscopy/CT/
Embolisation

Consider ENT/Upper GI source

Assessment suggestive of chest 
infection/ pneumonia or PE

ANY OF: 

Grossly Abnormal CXR 

SBP < 100mmHg or P > 100 

> 1 egg cup full of blood 

> 1 episode in last 24 hours 

Ongoing gross haemoptysis 

History of chest/mediastinal 
malignancy 

Significant cardiac/respiratory/
hepatic co-morbidities 

Abnormal blood tests 

On anticoagulant/antiplatelet 
therapy (other than aspirin) 

Unsafe social circumstances or 
inability to attend as outpatient

Follow appropriate alternative 
Pathway: 

- PE 

- Upper GI Bleed 

- Epistaxis 

- CAP

Refer to the medical team for 
admission and further 
investigation/management

Consider appropriate for 
outpatient investigation and 
management 

Organise ACU clinic 
appointment 

Discharge with haemoptysis 
advice leaflet
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No

No

No
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51827056e4b001b882273584/t/5c49ec79575d1fe4bb041e53/1548348541581/PE+v1.2.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51827056e4b001b882273584/t/54cb9a6ae4b0ac278e813eaf/1422629482607/Upper+GI+bleed+2014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51827056e4b001b882273584/t/581b546429687fd82500c45b/1478186087407/Epistaxis+Guideline.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51827056e4b001b882273584/t/57ea3941e3df283a7f09edba/1474967875175/CAP.pdf
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