
History, temperature, pulse, allergies 
Abscess evident i.e. Erythema with fluctuant swelling. 
If patient is diabetic discuss with breast team  

Skin overlying the abscess 

12-091012ol 

Normal Necrotic (needs clinic 
same day/ surgical 

registrar review) 

Fluctuant, tense,  
non-discharging Non - fluctuant, erythema only 

Clinic day ? 

Refer to clinic 

Yes 

No 

Perform needle 
aspiration  

and refer to clinic 

Oral  
Augmentin 

and refer to breast 
clinic (Clinic within 

48hours) 

Breast feeding ? 

No 

Oral  
Augmentin 

and refer to breast 
clinic (Clinic within 

48 hours) 

Yes 

NB - Allergy to Penicillin, replace 
with alternative e.g Erythromycin 

Cellulitis No cellulitis 

Breast feeding ? 

Oral  
Flucloxacillin 

and refer to breast 
clinic (Clinic within 

48hours) 

Do not needle 
Refer to breast 

clinic 
No Yes 

Discharging 

No discharge –  
refer to breast 
clinic/ drainage 

Oral 
Augmentin 

Follow-up in 
Breast clinic 

Clinic Days              

Oldham Breast  -  Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, 
 Thursday, Alternate Fridays. 
North Manchester -  Monday pm, Tuesday, 
 Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
Victoria Breast Clinic Oldham  71722 
Breast unit secretary   

Oldham  Tel. 75984 / 75693   Fax: 75245 
North Manchester  Tel. 42849   Fax: 42228 
Outpatients F(NMGH)  Tel. 44810 

Oral  
Flucloxacillin 

and refer to breast 
clinic (Clinic within 

48hours) 

Oral  
Augmentin 

and refer to breast 
clinic 

Cellulitis No cellulitis 

Breast feeding ? 

Oral  
Flucloxacillin 

and refer to breast 
clinic 

Refer to breast 
clinic 

No Yes 

Patients should not require hospital admission 
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Examples of Breast Abscess Presentation 


