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ACETYLCYSTEINE
INDICATION Paracetamol overdose
PRESENTATION 2gram / 10mL ampoule

15 IV infusion:

150mg / kg (max 16.5grams) over 1 hour
2"? |V infusion:

50mg / kg (max 5.5grams) over 4 hours
3V infusion:

100mg / kg (max 11grams) over 16 hours

LOADING DOSE

MAINTENANCE DOSE* | IV: 100mg/ kg (max 11grams) over 16 hours

*Continuing maintenance dose on the advice of gastroenterologist / liver specialist only

RECONSTITUTION
& ADMINISTRATION

Use the table opposite to determine the dose and volume of
acetylcysteine to be administered for each infusion.
Complete administration chart overleaf.

MONITORING Hypersensitivity reactions may occur within 15—60 minutes of
the start of the infusion. Monitor patients for symptoms such as
flushing, itching, hypotension, tachycardia or bronchospasm.
Reactions usually resolve by stopping the infusion and then
restarting at a lower rate

OTHER COMMENTS Acetylcysteine solutions may turn light purple — however the
solution may still be used.

For full guidelines on the management of paracetamol overdose
with acetylcysteine, consult the BNF and/or Toxbase.
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PATIENT DOSE AND VOLUME
WEIGHT " - . - » -
(kg) 1° Infusion | 2" Infusion | 3" Infusion
mg mL | mg | mL | mg |mL
40 6000 30 2000 10 4000 | 20
42 6300 31.5 | 2100 | 10.5 | 4200 | 21
44 6600 33 2200 11 4400 | 22
46 6900 34.5 | 2300 | 11.5 | 4600 | 23
48 7200 36 2400 12 4800 | 24
50 7500 37.5 | 2500 | 12.5 | 5000 | 25
52 7800 39 2600 13 5200 | 26
54 8100 40.5 | 2700 | 13.5 | 5400 | 27
56 8400 42 2800 14 5600 | 28
58 8700 43.5 ] 2900 | 14.5 | 5800 | 29
60 9000 45 3000 15 6000 | 30
62 9300 46.5 | 3100 | 15.5 | 6200 | 31
64 9600 48 3200 16 6400 | 32
66 9900 49.5 | 3300 | 16.5 | 6600 | 33
68 10200 51 3400 17 6800 | 34
70 10500 | 52.5 | 3500 | 17.5 | 7000 | 35
72 10800 54 3600 18 7200 | 36
74 11100 | 55.5 | 3700 | 18.5 | 7400 | 37
76 11400 57 3800 19 7600 | 38
78 11700 | 58.5 | 3900 | 19.5 ] 7800 | 39
80 12000 60 4000 20 8000 | 40
82 12300 | 61.5 | 4100 | 20.5 | 8200 | 41
84 12600 63 4200 21 8400 | 42
86 12900 | 64.5 | 4300 | 21.5 | 8600 | 43
88 13200 66 4400 22 8800 | 44
90 13500 | 67.5 | 4500 | 22.5 ] 9000 | 45
92 13800 69 4600 23 9200 | 46
94 14100 | 70.5 | 4700 | 23.5 | 9400 | 47
96 14400 72 4800 24 9600 | 48
98 14700 | 73.5 | 4900 | 24.4 | 9800 | 49
100 15000 75 5000 25 10000 | 50
102 15300 | 76.5 | 5100 | 25.5 ] 10200 | 51
104 15600 78 5200 26 10400 | 52
106 15900 | 79.5 | 5300 | 26.5 | 10600 | 53
108 16200 81 5400 27 10800 | 54
110 16500 | 82.5 | 5500 | 27.5 | 11000 | 55
Glucose 5% 200ml 500ml 1000ml
Infusion Time| 1 HOUR 4 HOURS 16 HOURS
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The Pennine Acute Hospitals INHS| Patient weight:

NHS Trust
ACETYLCYSTEINE B e L 0T . | |
_ 3.:.m<m30cm _ D.ﬂcm_os Medicine / Substance Hospital No: NHS No: DOB:
Administration Record

_6 First name: Surname:

Consultant: Ward: Hosp:

Sign (NAME) Date

Use addressograph label

See overleaf for prescribing and preparation guidelines

INITIAL DOSE: 150mg/kg over 1 hour MAXIMUM 16.5¢g ADMINISTRATION RECORD
Date: . Sign Pharm Batch Start Sign Volume Stop
Acetylcysteine ................ mg (.....ml)
in 200mL glucose 5% over 1 hour Witness

2" DOSE: 50mg/kg over 4 hours ADMINISTRATION RECORD
Date: . Rate Sign Pharm Batch Start Sign Volume Stop
Acetylcysteine ................. mg (.....ml) 125ml/hr
in 500mL glucose 5% over 4 hours Witness

3 DOSE: 100mg/kg over 16 hours ADMINISTRATION RECORD

Date: . Rate Sign Pharm Batch Start Sign
Acetylcysteine ................ mg (.....ml) 62.5ml/hr
in 1000mL glucose 5% over 16 hours Witness

Volume Stop

MAINTENANCE (on advice of gastroenterologists / liver specialists ONL

100mg/kg over 16 hours MAXIMUM 11g S
Date: i Rate Sign Pharm Batch Start
Acetylcysteine ................ mg (.....ml) 62.5ml/hr
in 1000mL glucose 5% over 16 hours Witness

Sign Volume Stop
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