
ALGORITHM  

St. Mary’s Sexual Assault Referral Centre 

ADULTS WITH CAPACITY* 

Disclosure or suspicion of rape/sexual 
assault  

Less than 14 days  
Does the patient want 

to make report to 
police? 

Yes – Police will 
arrange SARC 

Forensic examination  
as police or self referral 

Counselling and 
support 

No –Offer contact no of 
SARC 

Forensic examination  
as police or self referral 

Self referral 
Samples stored at 

SARC 

Able to provide 
anonymous information 

Counselling and 
support 

More than 14 days 
May still wish to make a 

report to the police 

Forensic trace 
evidence unlikely 

Check with SARC 

In all cases consideration 

must be given to: 

 

1. General  welfare of the 

complainant 

2. Medical needs including: 

a) Injuries 

b) Emergency 

contraception 

c) Post- exposure  

prophylaxis 

d)  Advice on STI 

screening 

3. Safeguarding issues 

including possible child 

protection issues. 

4. Retaining forensic 

evidence e.g. sanitary 

wear/underwear 

St. Mary's SARC A+E Algorithm 2013 

If the patient lacks capacity always consider  

what is in their  BEST  INTERESTS 


